
 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Why should I choose the University of Florida? 

Earning a certificate from the University of Florida makes you part of an elite group, a family of 

more than 360,000 Gator alumni across the globe. Backed by our high academic standards, 

being a UF alum opens doors to influential people and new career opportunities. 

UF’s College of Journalism and Communications is one of the nation’s top programs in mass 

communication education and research, and Smart Money and The Wall Street Journal list 

University of Florida as the nation’s second-best tuition-to-graduate-salary payback. 

Listing a University of Florida certificate on your resume may just be the thing to get your foot 

in the door of your dream job. 

When and how can I apply? 

There are three enrollment periods each year, and students must apply six weeks before the 

start of a semester. Application deadlines for the next three semesters are below. 

 Summer 2017: April 1, 2017 

 Fall 2017: July 1, 2017 

 Spring 2018: November 1, 2017 

Is financial aid available? 

Financial aid is not available to students pursuing the graduate certificate, however private 

loans are an option. 

What are the academic requirements for enrollment? 

Applicants must meet the following requirements in order to be accepted: 

 Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university 

 GPA of 3.0 or better for overall undergraduate studies 

 GPA of 3.0 or better for all upper-division undergraduate work 

 Statement of Goals 

 Current Resume 

Admission is determined by several factors beyond the application materials including space 

availability, and supervisory availability particularly in specialized areas. Meeting the 

minimum application requirements does not guarantee acceptance. 



Is the GRE required for all applicants? 

The GRE is not required for graduate certificate applicants. 

Which careers will the communicating value and web conversion program prepare me for? 

The whole world is online – if you’re selling products, services, or yourself, improving your 

ability to articulate what you and your company can do better than anyone else is vital to 

success. Employers look for individuals who have real-world experience, who know how to 

think quickly, can effectively evaluate customer needs, articulate their ideas and convert 

potential customers.  This program is designed to provide you these experiences. 

How will a certificate in communicating value and web conversion help me as a 

professional? 

The program is designed for the marketing and sales professional committed to delivering the 

most effective customer messaging – either in their current role or seeking 

advancement. Improved effectiveness is sure to be noticed by your company and customers, 

and because the program reflects the University of Florida standards, it is well respected and 

valued. 

I am an experienced professional. What will this program teach me? 

More companies are moving toward the web for online sales and conversion, and every news 

organization is looking for ways to increase audience exposure and develop a stronger online 

presence while still making a profit. Even the most seasoned salesperson has plenty to learn to 

keep their companies competitive and relevant to today’s customers. 

This program provides marketing and sales professionals real-world practice in leveraging their 

company, or their personal value proposition.  Our program is highly interactive and you’ll 

have the opportunity to learn, practice and fine tune your skills. The best sales people don’t rest 

on yesterday’s success but strive for tomorrow’s goals. 

How much time will I need for class? 

In addition to the hours for instruction, you can expect to spend 3-10 hours each week on 

projects, collaboration and exercises that help refine your skills. 

Do I have to attend classes live online or can I watch recordings? 

All of our classes are pre-recorded, allowing you to watch each week on your own schedule. 

How does distance learning work at the University of Florida? 

UF’s distance learning programs bring the full resources and faculty of a top public university 

to you. The programs are designed for working professionals who prefer not to relocate or 

resign from their job to pursue an advanced degree. 

Through our learning management system Canvas, you’ll have full access to your instructors 

and fellow students to ask questions, share knowledge and collaborate on projects. Our online 



programs stress enhancing professional knowledge and skills, ensuring that you graduate 

ready to apply your skills. 

What technology and software will I need? 

As this is an online program, students must have a high-speed Internet connection to effectively 

view course sessions. Sessions can be viewed and assignments completed using Macintosh or 

PC desktop or laptop computers. 

To qualify, does my bachelor’s degree have to be in a sales or marketing field or can it be in a 

different area of study? 

A bachelor’s degree in a marketing or sales discipline and/or experience in the industry is 

certainly beneficial, but not required. We accept students from a variety of backgrounds who 

have a passion and interest in changing career paths and exploring new opportunities. 

 


